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Dr. Heymann is
currently the
Professor and
Director of
Graduate
Operative
Dentistry at the
UNC School of

Dentistry and is -
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of esthetic restorative materials. He
will present his “Adhesive and Esthetic
Dentistry” lecture in Madison,
Wisconsin on Friday, September 21st.
The seminar is co-sponsored with
Dane County Dental Society. To learn
more about the seminar, check the
enclosed reply card.

Articulator: We often get asked if a
doctor can use a self-etching adhesive
system on veneers. Please explain
when and where to use the self-etch-
ing systems.

Dr. Heymann: First we have to
look at the two fundamental types of
bonding systems. The total etch sys-
tem, which uses phosphoric acid to
condition both enamel and dentin
(typically followed by the adhesive
material); and the self-etching materi-
als which utilize a less aggressive
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able enamel, as studies clearly show
that bond strengths to enamel are far
more durable than are bond strengths
to dentin. So, when we are preparing
teeth for veneers, we would like to pre-
serve every molecule of enamel
because of the better bond strength,
long-term, by comparison to dentin.
Assuming then that we are bonding
largely to intra-enamel preparations,
you are far better off using phosphoric
acid, because it is time proven over the
last forty to fifty years to be a very pre-
dictable way of conditioning the sur-
face in preparation for bonding
veneers. I would never use a self-etch
material for bonding a porcelain
veneer when, by comparison, phos-
phoric acid is far superior when bond-
ing to that substrate. Furthermore, the
merits of self-etch are not even real-
ized because if you don’t have dentin
exposed, you are not going to witness
any significant benefit from a desensi-
tization standpoint.

Articulator: A common question
asked by our customers is when to use
an intra-enamel veneer preparation.
What are your thoughts?

Dr. Heymann: This is an excellent
segue from question one. In all hon-
esty, intra-enamel veneer preparations
should always be done if at all possible
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YEARS OF EXCELLENCE

AACD™ CASE
SEQUENCE

by Rick Smith, CDT

Leading clinicians have used this
proven system to diagnose and present
treatment plans with a high degree of
predictability for large cosmetic cases.
As a General Member of the American
Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry™,
Lord’s has trained a specialized team
of ceramists in the technique, careful-
ly following their protocol.

Lords’ technicians remain com-
mitted to constant improvement of
their skills and knowledge through
continuing education. Recent courses
include those offered by the AACD,
Quintessence Ceramic Symposium,
Frank Spear, the Dawson Institute, and
the Nobel Biocare World Conference.

For a copy of Lords” AACD Case
Sequence System for diagnosing and
treatment planning, simply check the
enclosed response card or call Rick
Smith, CDT at Lord’s.

— See AACD continued on page 5
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(typically resin based) acid. The
advantage of self-etch materials is that
since they are less aggressive acids
they don’t open the dentinal tubules as
much therefore, when dentin is
exposed, it’s easier to achieve lower
post-operative sensitivity.
Preparations for porcelain
-+ veneers should maximize the avail-
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for the reasons noted above. Virtually
all problems associated with veneers
are encountered when dentin is
involved in the preparations.
Many laboratories are using

Green Bay
920/347-2929
800/821-0859

New Berlin

262/786-7115
877/245-6737
http://www.lordsdental.com
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